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Decomposer
January vapor.
Monique could spot it on my breath.
Mom, does it feel like your birthday, too?
Christmas heralding
a child's death
day child’s birth
day time line
limning into epiphany
here in the flesh
a rooting newborn
ravenous!
Monique's turned sixteen and I've come far, too.
Remember the day
we stood in the kitchen
just before your birthday?
Remember asking me?
What was I like?
Tell me all you remember.
You were excited. Mom.
Seven years this death has lain in me,
anything but inert.
Where are the birth narratives?
Where is she who stayed awake?
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